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Abstract:  

In one day, you may see many examples of information – and datavisualization, the first one 

perhaps in the morning paper, the last one in an ad on Facebook? Exploring and finding patterns 

and stories in data, presenting results in the form of an image, is not a new idea but an idea in 

revival and of growing importance. William Playfair, author of Commercial and Political Atlas 

(1786) is often said to be the inventor of modern datavisualization. While we reuse designs and 

ideas created in the days of Playfair, we are also developing new ways of visualizing and 

analyzing data. In the mix of the new and old, we find a service useful for all collecting, storing, 

providing- and in need to analyze large amounts of data. Chalmers Library recently started 

working with, for us, new ways of visualizing data– drawing networks of metadata, making 

geospatial analyses and finding trends and patterns in bibliographic data, as a part of our 

bibliometric analyses. This has grown into a small scale library service, and Chalmers library 

now offers support for researchers and colleagues who want to create their own visualizations, 

and visualizations of bibliographic and other data, in the forms of topical, geospatial, temporal 

and network data. At Chalmers Library, we think of datavisualization as new and exciting way to 

present and promote our “lingering gold”. I will tell you about this new service, how it is taking 

shape, what types of questions and requests we get, challenges we face, how we learn and 

develop from working with our researchers, and about our quest to learn more about 

datavisualization, its history, theory and techniques; a quest that has taken us through a 

fascinating landscape of creative ideas and solutions – in the research library community and 

beyond.  

 

http://journals.lub.lu.se/index.php/sciecominfo/article/viewFile/5336/4711
http://www.lib.chalmers.se/en/publishing/bibliometrics-and-ranking/visualization/


 

 

Figure 1 Network of journals that Chalmers researchers cite. Colors represent clusters in the data (similar to research fields) 

Figure 2 Spread of research collaboration (co-authorship data) 2012 


